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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


QUINQUENNIAL CATALOG 


The 1950-1954 Catalog, the first cumulated edition of 
the Library's printed catalog, is now in process of publica- 
tion. It will supersede the annual volumes of 1950-1953; in 
addition, it will contain the records of the 1954 cataloging 
activities, plus a portion of the cataloging completed (to 
the end of 1954) in the History of Medicine Division. 

The quinquennial Catalog continues’ the format of the 
annual issue, and will be published in six volumes -- three 
volumes each of author and subject entries. It is expected 
that the typography of the Subject Section will be improved 
by the use of a complementary type for the subject heading 

uides. 

. The scope of the Catalog has varied in the several an- 
nual volumes, and the Cumulated edition reflects these vari- 
ations. In 1950-1951 only medical titles were included, 
whereas in succeeding volumes the aim has been to include 
all currently received material of medical interest. Titles 
published before 1801 and Americana have been included in 
the cumulation even though they did not appear in separate 
volumes for 1950-1953. Such titles, cataloged by the His- 
tory of Medicine Division, will be published in all future 
volumes. The Subject Section continues to be limited by the 
Library's policy of assigning subject headings to titles 
published within the past 25 years only. This policy does 
not apply to the following types of material: reference and 
historical material; bibliographies and biographies; period- 
icals; congresses; statistical documents; works about insti- 
tutions, hospitals, etc. 

To increase the usability of the Catalog and to aid in 
the interpretation of the data presented, the following Li- 
brary policies should be kept in mind. 

The A.L.A. Cataloging Rules and the Library of Congress 
Rules for Descriptive Cataloging have been followed in the 
descriptive cataloging detail, except for some simplifica- 
tions, and certain modifications necessary to provide in- 
formation on pre-1801 books and Americana titles. Civilian 
hospitals are entered under place in which they are located 
and cross references from the names of the hospitals have 
been omitted in the interest of economy. Periodical titles 
are entered under title in use at the time of publication. 
Corporate bodies are similarly treated and are entered under 
the name of the body at the time the publication was issued. 
The explanatory phrases "Spurious and doubtful works" and 
"Supposed author" have been omitted from the author entries. 


Printing cost borne by the FRIENDS of the Armed Forces Medical Library. 
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The Army Medical Library Classification, first edition, 
was published in 1951. Because some changes were introduced 
as the manuscript was being edited, it is possible that 
earlier cards may show a classification different from that 
of cards issued at a more recent date. In all cases the in- 
formation on the most recent card should be accepted as the 
correct information. A difference in classification number 
may also be noted on 19th century monographs, interpreted by 
the Library to mean books published 1801-1913, The special 
plan appearing in the Classification for grouping this mate- 
rial was simplified in T953, and not all titles previously 
classed have been recataloged. Here again the recent infor- 
mation is the more correct. 

Concurrent with the publishing of the annual editions 
of the Catalog, a systematic review of the subject headings 
used by the Library has been in progress. The results of 
this review are evidenced in the quinquennial Catalog when 
tracings appearing on individual cards are compared with the 
headings used in the Subject Section. The headings used in 
the Subject Section are to be considered the more up-to-date 
and appropriate ones; thus, PHYSICAL EDUCATION replaces the 
old heading of PHYSICAL EDUCATION & TRAINING, and ABSTRACTS 
replaces the old subdivision ABSTRACTS, RESUMES, ETC. In 
other instances, material has been grouped under larger geo- 
graphic subdivisions when the number of entries did not jus- 








tify a more local subdivision. In general, the subdivision 
COLLECTED WORKS has not been used and material has been 
listed under the appropriate general heading. A dash has 


been used as uniform subject heading punctuation even in the 
case of inverted adjectival headings. 

The publication of the Catalog continues to be a joint 
operation of the Library of Congress and the Armed Forces 
Medical Library, with AFML being solely responsible for the 
editing of the Subject Section and at the same time furnish- 
ing some help in the editing of the Author Section. 

The Armed Forces Medical Library Catalog, 1950-1954, 
will be published as a six-volume set in the fall of 1955 by 





J. W. Edwards; the price is $64 per set, f.o.b. Grand Rapids, 


Michigan. Orders for the Catalog should be placed directly 
with the publisher, J. W. Edwards, Inc., Ann Arbor, Michigan. 


INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS PUBLICATIONS 


Dr. J. F. Delafresnaye, Secretary of the Council for 
International Organizations of Medical Sciences, has indica- 
ted his willingness to advise the secretariats of the prin- 
cipal congresses as to those libraries which would be inter- 
ested in purchasing proceedings of the congresses. 

The Armed Forces Medical Library will undertake to pre- 
pare such a list and transmit it to Dr. Delafresnaye. We 
invite all interested American libraries to send us notifi- 
cation of their desire to be included. It is hoped that 
this action will prove of great assistance in the acquisi- 
tion of international congress publications, which sometimes 
do not enjoy the wide dissemination they should have. 
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CLAIMING SERIALS BY CAMERA 


An efficient system for checking on missing serial is- 
sues is an indispensable tool in the operation of the acqui- 
sition program of any large research library. In general, 
two steps are necessary: (1) Skipped issues must be claimed 
as soon as later issues are received, and (2) All entries 
in the receipt record of current journals must be examined 
regularly for gaps. If reminders are not sent promptly, im- 
portant journal issues may go out of print, with serious 
losses to the indexing and reference services of the library. 

Conventional procedures for this type of follow-up re- 
quire a large number of typing man-hours, which is a commod- 
ity in short supply at the Armed Forces Medical Library, as 
in most libraries. It was believed at AFML that the appli- 
cation of the Bibliofax Camera (AFML NEWS, September 1952) 
would entirely eliminate the typing from the claiming pro- 
cess. Accordingly, preparation for ccnversion to photography 
was begun almost a year ago by redesigning the serial record 
cards. 

A comparison of the new and old systems might be help- 
ful. Under the old system of following up a missing issue, 
it was necessary to type, on one side of a form postal card, 
the title and issues desired; on the other side of the card 
the complete address of the journal was typed. Under the 
photographic system the serial checker writes the number of 
the missing issue on a small slip. A photograph is taken of 
this slip superimposed upon the title and address section of 
the entry card with a mask bearing a standard message to the 
dealer. The resulting photoprint is a claim notice ready to 
be slipped into a window envelope and mailed. 

Under the manual system AFML was preparing about eight 
claims per hour, and the number of claims mailed was around 
7,000 annually. The new photographic procedure is expected 
to raise the production rate to about 120 claims per hour, 
thus enabling us to send as many claims as are necessary, 
(probably about 15,000), at a fraction of the man-hour cost 
of the old system. 

While the primary reason for this change-over was to 
speed up the ciaiming process, it has brought with it extra 
dividends. Notifications to the Binding Section when a vol- 
ume is completed and ready to be bound will now be made 
photographically and therefore more quickly and accurately. 
Because one step in the preparations for the change-over was 
the comparison of all cataloged titles with the Shelflist, 
many errors and omissions, such as changes in call numbers, 
titles, and misspellings, which had crept into the serial 
records through the years, were found and corrected. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY AVAILABLE 


The bibliography "Narcotic Addiction; a List of Refer- 
ences," prepared by the Reference Division, is now available 
for distribution. Requests for copies should be addressed 


= the Director, Armed Forces Medical Library, Washington 25, 
Gs 
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COMPLETION OF RARE BOOK BINDING PROGRAM 


Since the establishment of the History of Medicine Diy. 
ision in 1942, Jean C. and Elia Eschmann of the division'g 
Binding Section have performed outstanding service to the 
Library by their careful craftsmanship and skill in restore 
ing thousands of the Library's most treasured volumes. Thig 
program of rehabilitation of the old and rare volumes wag 
completed according to plan on 30 June 1955, and the Binding 
Section of the History of Medicine Division was’ thereupon 
discontinued. 

Referring to Mr. Eschmann in an article on "Handbook- 
binding in the United States since the Civil War" (Libri: 
International Library Review, Vol. 5, no. 2, 1954), Mr. Law- 
rence S. Thompson stated, ™... His great contribution 


eee 


has been in the field of restoration in the world's greatest 
medical library. Jean Eschmann has been the personal physi- 
cian to hundreds of the great monuments of medical history." 

Mr. and Mrs. Eschmann will visit Switzerland and France 
during the summer; upon their return Mr. Eschmann will con- 
tinue his bookbinding craft at the Cleveland Medical Library, 


NEW EXHIBIT ROOM 


The Library's occupancy of the entire building has made 
possible a new and expanded exhibit area. A room near the 
main entrance has been furnished with eight exhibit cases to 
hold books, pictures, and other artifacts. 

Two types of exhibits will henceforth be placed in the 
Exhibit Room. A "permanent" exhibit will remain on display 
for from six months to a year; a "temporary" exnibit will be 
shown usually for one month only. The first "permanent" ex- 
hibit is expected to be installed by the end of the summer. 

The monthly exhibit for June featured caricatures of 
figures prominent in medicine of the 19th century, displayed 
with their portraits from the Library's Art Section and bi- 
ographies from the general collection. 

Thomas Wakley (1792-1862), the great medical reformer 
and founder of Lancet, is the subject of the summer (July- 
August) exhibit. Accounts taken from the periodical litera- 
ture of some of his battles against abuses in the medical 
field such as nepotism, incompetence, and quackery are dis- 
played as well as pictures of his assistants on Lancet (Cob- 
bett, Lawrence, and Wardrop); some opponents (Abernethy and 
Cooper); and some admirers (Dickens and Piel). Wakley's 
activities as a Member of Parliament from Finsbury resulted, 
directly or indirectly, in the passing of such laws as the 
Army Act of 1881 (abolition of flogging as a punishment), 
the reduction in newspaper taxes, and the Pure Food Law. 


SUMMER HOURS 


During the summer months of July and August 1955 the 
Armed Forces Medical Library will be open to the public on 
weekdays, Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m,, and 
on Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m, 


; 








